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SUBJECT: NEW NATIONAL BANK GOVERNOR SELECTED 

1. PRIME MINISTER INFORMED ME FEB. 2 THAT PRESIDENT LON NOL 

HAS ACCEPTED RESIGNATION OF SOK CHHONG AS GOVERNOR OF NATIONAL 
BANK. IN HIS PLACE PRESIDENT HAS DESIGNATED MR. KIM NGUON 
TRACH, PRESENTLY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND 
A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF THE MINISTER, KHY TAING LIM. THIS NEWS 
WILL BE MADE PUBLIC SHORTLY. 

2. KIM NGUON TRACH HAS A REPUTATION AS A COMPETENT TECHNICIAN 
AND IS ALLEDGEDLY RELATIVELY HONEST. HE IS, HOWEVER, NO MORE 
THAN A TECHNICIAN AND HE REPLACES SOK CHHONG, WHO WAS A 
WELL-KNOWN AND RESPECTED PUBLIC FIGURE. SOK CHHONG IS 
PHYSICALLY EXHAUSTED AFTER YEARS OF HOLDING KEY POSITIONS IN 
GKR. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT HE TRIED TO RESIGN LAST 
FALL AND I WAS ABLE TO PERSUADE HIM TO STAY ON A LITTLE LONGER. 
THIS TIME HIS DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM PUBLIC LIFE FOR 

THE TIME BEING IS IRREVOCABLE. THE REPLACEMENT OF SOK 
CHHONG BY KIM NGUON IS JUST ONE MORE EXAMPLE OF 
THE WANING STRENGTH OF THE GKR AND ITS INABILITY TO 
ATTRACT TOP PEOPLE FOR KEY POSITIONS AS THE STRUGGLE 
CONTINUES WITHOUT AN EARLY END IN SIGHT. 
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